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When I began my role as president and CEO in September of 2020, like all of us,  
I didn’t know what this “new normal” would look like. But I did know that surviving and 
thriving has always been the path forward for Women In Distress (WID) and the families 
we serve. As you’ll see in this Impact Report, despite the challenges of an ongoing 
pandemic, we continued to ensure survivors of domestic violence had a safe place to 
call home so they could begin their healing journey. We did this with the support of 
our community, and you.

Even before COVID shined a light on those who were not safe at home, you knew, you understood, and you were 
already doing something about it by supporting survivors. COVID continues to be a crisis layered over another crisis, 
exacerbating abuse and the needs of survivors:

• There has been a 50% rise in demand for restraining orders for survivors of domestic violence 
• Our residential population was up 15% over pre-pandemic levels 
• Therapy intakes for new clients increased. January 2021 intakes were nearly 50% higher than January 2020 
• The average number of days clients stayed in shelter was up considerably due to lack of affordable housing

But our community provided hope. Our Power of One Campaign, with our match partner, 
The Jim Moran Foundation, raised over $1 million to support our programs and honor past 
President and CEO Mary Riedel. Two incredible women also remembered us in their estate 
plans – Susan Gutman and Joanne DeLizza. This helped propel our Board of Directors to 
establish the Women In Distress Legacy Society to remember those who have named us 
in their estate plans and honor those who are making that decision in their lifetime. If you 
have or are considering naming WID in your plans, please let us know so we can recognize 
you as well.

With our Starfish Luncheon canceled in 2020, for the second year in a row, it’s an 
understatement to say that we were more than excited to get out on the links for our annual 
golf tournament organized by Board Member Phyllis Thomas. Phyllis and her husband, Al, have generously donated  
$1 million over the years through The Thomas Family Foundation, and we were proud to recognize them this year with 
naming The Thomas Family Foundation Education and Empowerment Center on our campus.

The needs of domestic violence survivors continue to change during these challenging times where 
unemployment, loss of childcare and more add additional stresses. While our work looked different in many 
ways this year, from hybrid therapy (phone, computer and in-person) to virtual legal services and court proceedings, 
through it all, we remain determined and hopeful as we continue to advocate for survivors and their families.

We couldn’t do this without you. On behalf of our Board of Directors and Trustees – thank you.

With hope for the future,

Linda L. Parker, Ph.D. Billie Grieb Kim Bentley 
President and CEO Chair, Board of Directors Past Chair, Board of Directors

27,743 
Nights of safe emergency shelter 
Emergency shelter was provided to 519 survivors and included food, 
clothing, safety planning, counseling and therapy, and pet assistance 
and shelter. 58% of the survivors served in the emergency shelter 
were children. 

23,679
Advocacy, counseling & therapy hours 
Virtual and in-person mental health support was provided to 
survivors and their children to help heal the emotional scars of abuse. 
Without help, children are at risk of becoming abusers when violence 
becomes normalized.

Home, healing, community 
and YOU are the heart of 

Women In Distress

15,301 
24-Hour Crisis Hotline calls answered 
Just one call provides access to emergency shelter,  
counseling and therapy outreach services, relocation 
information, referrals to legal and other services.

14,327 
Attended educational/professional programs 
Students, community members and professionals attended 
558 events (virtual and in-person) to learn about domestic 
violence, how to identify the signs of abuse and the services 
available to survivors. 

Linda L. Parker, Ph.D.

The
Legacy   
Society



Revenue  $9,406,569 
Government Grants $4,120,963   
Gifts, Corporation, Foundations $2,838,650  
Thrift Store & Other In-Kind Donations $1,040,855  
Thrift Store Revenue  $502,917
Investment Earnings  $421,649  
Special Events  $200,526
PPP Loan Forgiveness $210,000   
Other Revenue  $38,459 
Capital Campaign Contributions  $32,550 

Expenses  $7,987,798 
Program Services  $6,789,304 
Management/General $641,335 
Fundraising, Events & In-Kind   $557,159 

85¢ of every dollar raised 
went back to programs 

and services

3,051 women, children  
and men received free,  

confidential 
life-saving services 

Your support provides safety, hope and healing to 
survivors in the most difficult times. As we work with 
families to transition to a sense of pre-pandemic 
normalcy, we are more grateful than ever that you are an 
ally. You have helped us keep our doors open and meet 
the changing needs of survivors of domestic abuse.

Women In Distress is a safe place where women, 
children and men go to heal from the trauma of 
domestic violence to live new, self-sufficient lives 
where love doesn’t hurt.

694 
Survivors assisted by our Injunction for Protection program 
Attorneys provided survivors with free legal advice and representation  
on filing for and maintaining injunctions for protection (restraining orders)  
in order to keep themselves and their children safe. 

134 
Survivors received Economic Empowerment services 
Includes financial literacy education, employment and job training,  
and assistance with finding affordable housing to increase  
financial independence. 
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Bank of America

Broward County

Colony West  Women’s Golf Group

The Community Foundation of Broward

Cleveland Clinic Florida

Florida Department of Children and Families

Donnah’s Fund

The Fritch Foundation

Hal Herman Children’s Fund

The Jim Moran Foundation

JM Family Enterprises

Leo Goodwin Foundation

Our community is a source of  
strength and safety for survivors.

Support from our community leaders and Impact Partners  
is critical to keeping families safe from domestic violence. 

Sean Riley, 1st Chair • USB Financial Services

Beth Wallace, 2nd Chair • Universal Property Casualty Insurance 
Maria Guttuso, Treasurer • JM&A Group

Michael Ryan, Secretary • Krupnick Campbell Malone

Linda L. Parker, Ph.D. • President & CEO, Women In Distress 

Mary Campagnano • Community Volunteer

Michelle Claverol • BBX Capital

Stephanie Coker • Broward Sheriff’s Office

Linda Garrett • Community Volunteer

Manju Kalidindi • Attorney at Law

Cecile Leroux • UKG

Karen Leikert • Wells Fargo Bank 
Julissa Merette • Memorial Healthcare System

Marla Schaefer • Sarabi Family Office

Phyllis Thomas • The Thomas Family Foundation

Dr. Jill A. Wallace-Ross • Nova Southeastern University

Board of Trustees
Linda Garrett, Chair • Community Volunteer

Dr. Richard Bernstein, Past Chair • Broward College

Anne B. Chervony • BFC Financial

Joanne Gaines • Centennial Bank

Kathleen Grace • United Capital/Goldman Sachs

Lois Herman • Community Volunteer

Cynthia Imperato • CGI Consultants

Emily Jaffe • Rewards Network

Beatriz “BJ” Prillaman • Community Volunteer

John G. Primeau • Centennial Bank

Karen Sylvester • JM Family Enterprises

Judith Thiel • Philanthropist

Josette Van Putten • Community Volunteer

Keriann Worley • Entercom Radio Group

Our Board of Directors
Executive Committee

Billie Grieb, Chair 
Community Volunteer

Kim Bentley, Past Chair 
Community Volunteer 

Memorial Healthcare System

Miami Dolphins

Nova Southeastern University

Paul Palank Memorial Foundation

Publix Super Markets Charities

Sun Capital Partners Foundation, Inc.

Sun Sentinel Media Group

The Tate Family Foundation Fund
 of the Community Foundation of Broward

The Thomas Family Foundation

UKG

Wells Fargo

Our Impact Partners


