
 

 

 

Each year, Women In Distress honors members of the community that have made a significant 

contribution to improve the lives of survivors of domestic violence. We invite you to learn a little about 

those that will be honored at this year’s 12th Starfish Luncheon on May 2 at The Signature Grand. 

 

The Bank of America Charitable Foundation – Neighborhood Builder Grant 

Bank of America is guided by a purpose to help make financial lives better through the power of 

every connection. The Bank of America Charitable Foundation works with nonprofits that are 

removing barriers to economic success for vulnerable populations, including youth, working 

families, and those with obstacles to employment including the formerly incarcerated. Too many 

individuals living on the margins are limited by their zip code and unable to create a better life 

for themselves and their families through good jobs or affordable housing. The Foundation is 

helping build pathways to economic mobility by addressing issues of workforce development and 

education, basic needs and community development. It is committed to advancing a more 

diverse and inclusive society by expanding opportunities and supporting equitable solutions that 

will enable low-income communities to grow and thrive, creating more sustainable economies 

and a better future for all. 

 

Neighborhood Builders® is part of the Foundation’s broader efforts to build thriving communities 

by addressing issues fundamental to economic mobility. The program works with community 

leaders to empower local organizations and connect them to tools for success. Since 2004, the 

program has given nonprofits the tools and resources needed to develop stronger strategic plans, 

chart a succession plan, navigate through tough economic times, and enhance their funding 

opportunities. 

 

As part of their award, these high-performing nonprofits receive leadership development and 

$200,000 in flexible funding, join a network of peer organizations across the U.S. and have the 

opportunity to access capital in order to expand their impact. Since the program’s inception, Bank 

of America has invested in 1,000 nonprofit organizations across the country, providing leadership 

resources to nearly 2,000 nonprofit leaders, and the program has been recognized as the nation’s 

largest philanthropic investment in nonprofit leadership development. 

Here in Broward, the Foundation is proud to recognize 21 organizations as Neighborhood 

Builders in our community. 

 

 

 

 



Sandy and Kenny Tate  

Kenny and Sandy Tate are champions for children, literacy, the arts and education. As longtime 

community leaders and philanthropists, the Tates have dedicated themselves to making South 

Florida a vibrant place to live, raise families and grow businesses. 

 

They established the Tate Family Foundation Fund of the Community Foundation of Broward to 

formalize a tradition of giving for their whole family and to pass on the practice of informed and 

effective philanthropy. This past year, The Tate Family Foundation Fund of the Community 

Foundation of Broward Match Challenge stepped up in a major way to support the Women In 

Distress Pet Shelter project. Their $75,000 challenge grant, which was doubled by the Community 

Foundation of Broward, sparked interest from new donors and propelled the completion of the 

Pet Shelter set to open this spring. Women In Distress has been among the many organizations 

that the Tates have supported, focusing on helping families and children. They are founding 

members of the Women In Distress Starfish Circle donor group. 

 

Sandy was a board member and officer for the Nova Southeastern University (NSU) Alvin 

Sherman Library Circle of Friends.  She is a longtime supporter of SuessFest!, now StoryFest!, a 

free day for children at the NSU library in celebration of Dr. Seuss’s birthday.  She was also a 

mentor for Take Stock in Children. Kenny is co-founder of Tate Capital, a  real estate investment 

company, owns a clothing manufacturing company and is involved in numerous business 

endeavors including the transformation of the Bahia Mar development in Fort Lauderdale. He 

currently serves on the boards of NSU, Broward Workshop, the Broward Performing Arts 

Foundation, and is volunteer chair of NSU’s Realizing Potential campaign, the largest fundraising 

effort in the history of Broward County. Together, they are also longtime supporters of Hispanic 

Unity, whose mission is empowering immigrants and others to become self-sufficient, 

productive, and civically engaged.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following Funds at the Community Foundation of Broward: 

Tate Family Foundation Fund, Kiwanis Club of Fort Lauderdale Charitable Fund, 

James K. Oppenheimer Fund, Evan Bell-Greenbaum Fund, and 

Peter Cooper Charitable Foundation Fund 

Community Foundation of Broward Fundholders are visionaries, innovators and doers - and 

Kenny and Sandy Tate are known for leading the way.  

 

In 2010, they established the Tate Family Foundation Fund at the Community Foundation.  Their 

goal is to improve the lives of children and families by ending the cycle of poverty, dependency 

and violence. In short, they use their philanthropy to help people become self-reliant, which 

enables them to achieve their dreams.    

 

When Kenny and Sandy learned about the construction of the Women in Distress Pet Shelter, 

they saw the project’s potential to improve the quality of life for women breaking free from 

domestic violence and abuse. Their entrepreneurial spirit and drive to get things done moved 

them to action.  

 

The Tate Family Foundation Fund launched a dollar-for-dollar match challenge to support the 

project.  By launching this incredible challenge, they inspired other Foundation Fundholders to 

support the project through their own Charitable Funds at the Community Foundation.  A 

collective total of $52,500 was granted to make the Pet Shelter a reality thanks to the Funds 

below: 

•  The Tate Family Foundation Fund 

•  Kiwanis Club of Fort Lauderdale Charitable Fund 

•  James K. Oppenheimer Fund 

•  Evan Bell-Greenbaum Charitable Fund  

•  Peter Cooper Charitable Foundation Fund 

 

This is an excellent example of how Fundholders can amplify the impact of their giving through 

collaboration with others who share similar interests and want to create positive change.   

The Tate Family Foundation Fund inspired others to support what will soon become a one-of-a-

kind shelter that impacts the lives of many women, children and animals.  Together, we build a 

vibrant community and empower promising futures through the Women in Distress Pet Shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 



Nancy Brown – The Fritch Foundation 

Nancy Brown, president of The Fritch Foundation, began the family foundation with her mother, 

Ruth, in 2005 with a mission to improve the lives of women and children in South Florida. The 

three main focus areas of her philanthropy are programs that help women and children, animal 

welfare and education. When Ruth and Nancy learned about Women In Distress’s work to keep 

families safe and give women, children and men a chance at a new life free of violence, they knew 

the organization was a perfect fit for their foundation.  

 

Women In Distress was one of the first organizations to receive support from the foundation. 

That generous support has continued for more than 12 years, including key support of WID’s 24-

hour crisis line and other programs, culminating with a four-year commitment made this year to 

name The Fritch Foundation Children’s Therapy wing in the Leo Goodwin Foundation Outreach 

Building, and becoming a benefactor of the new Pet Shelter and the Hal Herman Children’s Fund. 

 

Nancy’s love of learning and travel are deeply intertwined, instilled by her parents from an early 

age. Her father was a decorated military officer, an executive at Saks Fifth Avenue in New York 

and later a real estate investor in South Florida. The family moved from New York to Miami Beach 

when Nancy was a child and she has resided in Broward County for more than 45 years. Nancy’s 

parents taught her the value of friendship and the importance of loyalty, which she brought to 

her 30-year career as a paralegal and legal assistant. After working for the same personal injury 

lawyer for 27 years, Nancy retired to care for her parents and now leads The Fritch Foundation 

following their passing to carry on their legacy. “I am very blessed and fortunate to be in a 

position to give back to the community where I live,” said Brown. 

 

Ruth Fritch envisioned the foundation as a means to give people a helping hand and a second 

chance at life. 

 

“My mother would be so happy to see how we helped Women In Distress grow and that our 

contribution can make a difference in this community.” The Fritch Foundation has also made an 

indelible impact on numerous local nonprofits including Leadership Broward, Community 

Foundation of Broward where Nancy is a Legacy Society donor, and Holy Cross Hospital and its 

Dorothy Mangurian Comprehensive Women’s Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Broward County Commissioner Senator Nan H. Rich  

Senator Nan Rich has a distinguished record of public service and is a champion for families and 

children. She currently serves as Broward County Commissioner for District 1. As a Commissioner, 

she focuses on social justice issues and human services including affordable housing, effective 

climate change policy, meaningful juvenile justice reform, child welfare, seniors, and more. 

 

Last December, Senator Rich sponsored an amendment to the Broward County Human Rights Act 

(which was then approved unanimously by the County Commission), to protect veterans, 

domestic violence victims, and recipients of government-based sources of income from housing 

discrimination. She was also instrumental in helping to get KidSpace to Broward County's new 

Courthouse facility. This on-site childcare center, staffed by trained and certified personnel from 

the YWCA, will provide a secure and nurturing environment for children to learn and play while 

their parents or guardians attend domestic violence-related court proceedings or filings. 

 

Senator Rich was elected to the State Senate in 2004 after serving two terms in the House of 

Representatives. She was the first woman to be elected Senate Democratic Leader, a position 

she held from 2010 until she was term-limited in November, 2012. Senator Rich currently serves 

on several boards addressing homelessness and mental health, two issues closely aligned with 

domestic violence. As Vice Chair of the Homeless Continuum of Care, Senator Rich advocates for 

funding for homeless services at all levels of government. As Vice Chair of the Broward Behavioral 

Health Coalition, she supports programs that effectively address addiction and abuse-related 

trauma for victims of domestic violence who struggle with addiction. Senator Rich is also on the 

Board of Directors of Kids in Distress, the Area-wide Council on Aging of Broward County, Chair 

of the Coordinating Council of Broward County, Chair of the Broward County Climate Change Task 

Force, and Member of the Advisory Council of the FAU Center for Women. 


