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Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of the families and children we serve at Women In 
Distress. As we end our fiscal year, it’s a good time to reflect on what we have been able to 
accomplish together this past year. With your support, Women In Distress (WID) has been able to 
serve more families then ever who are seeking safe shelter, counseling and therapy. 
We would like to share some exciting initiatives; that will enhance our programs and services that 
we provide here at WID. 

 
 In honor of late philanthropist Marti Huizenga, supporters Dennis and Lois Doyle created 

The Marti Huizenga Endowment for Educational Advancement to provide education, 
vocational training, school and job readiness training for adult participants at Women In 
Distress. 

 

 Our Economic Empowerment and Justice Program held in our new Ultimate Software 
Training Center, will help survivors prepare for the job market, economic independence 
training, GED and Advanced Coursework Prep, as well as discuss affordable housing 
securement. With the help of their advocate, survivors will become self-sufficient, build new 
skills, and learn to be financially independent in order to not have to rely on their abuser. 

 

 We also implemented a new Injunction for Protection Legal Services program to provide 
survivors with legal advice and representation, to assist them with getting injunctions for 
protection. This eliminates barriers that often keep them from taking legal action against 
their abuser and takes away the financial burden of obtaining an attorney. 

 

 In addition, we will be working on the groundbreaking for the new Women In Distress Pet 
Shelter, a joint initiative with the Humane Society of Broward.  This will be the county’s first 
pet shelter for families affected by domestic violence. It is made possible by a 2016 Bank 
of America Neighborhood Builders grant awarded to WID, with an additional matching gift 
from the Tate Family Foundation Fund of the Community Foundation of Broward Match 
Challenge. The pet shelter will also be the first partnership of its kind in the country 
between a domestic violence shelter and a local Humane Society, setting a model for 
domestic violence shelters across the nation to replicate. 

 

Please look out for annual impact report, coming this fall. In it, you will find stories of courage as 
we report out to our community and thank our friends like you. In the interim, please visit our 
website www.womenindistress.org to learn more about our programs and services, and upcoming 
donation drives and campaigns. The needs are great. Your support makes the difference for our 
agency to be able to respond to the needs of families and children who are trying to break this 

http://widbc.convio.net/site/R?i=hP996gEU4AHlWIZHwQpJnw
http://womenindistress.org/
https://twitter.com/womenindistress
https://www.facebook.com/WomenInDistress


cycle of domestic abuse and start anew. Thank for believing in our mission to stop domestic 
violence abuse for everyone. You are welcome to visit the Jim and Jan Moran Family Center 
Campus where you can see firsthand the impact that your gifts are having on survivors of 
domestic violence. 
We look forward to continuing to work with you to keep families safe, one family at a time. 
With gratitude, 

 
 

Mary Riedel 
President and CEO 
 

Support Women In 
Distress: 

  

 

Need Help Now: 24 Hour Crisis Hotline 954-761-1133 

 

http://widbc.convio.net/site/R?i=OO7EQteLB1e94rt9CL3NDA
http://widbc.convio.net/site/Donation2?idb=0&df_id=1400&1400.donation=form1
http://widbc.convio.net/site/TellAFriend


Upcoming events, mark your calendars!  
 Friday, July 14th, please join us as we sell raffle tickets to support Women In Distress 

services during the Starlight Musicals Concert Series sponsored by Bank of 
America: Beatles Tribute Band Across the Universe 7PM-10PM on the football field at 
Holiday Park, located at East Sunrise Boulevard and Federal Highway. You 
are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, picnic baskets, and coolers. Please note that 
pets are not permitted in the park.   

 

 Wednesday, August 16th, please join us for Oceans 234’s 7th Annual Clothes Off our 

Backs for Women In Distress from 5PM-7PM. Clean out your closet or just donate the 

clothes off your back for this fabulous cause. We are accepting new and gently worn 

clothing for women, men and children. A $20 donation will include complimentary hors 

d'oeuvres and a raffle ticket to win a luxurious stay-cation. Oceans 234, 234 North Ocean 

Blvd., Deerfield Beach  

 

 

SPECIALS 

All Furniture 50% off 
50% off Housewares EVERY TUESDAY 

25% off Senior Citizen Day EVERY WEDNESDAY 

50% off Blue Jeans and Khakis EVERY THURSDAY 

50% off Shoes and Boots EVERY FRIDAY 

All Costume Jewelry Only $2.00 EVERY SATURDAY 

 *Senior Citizen discount excludes furniture* 

      To donate items or schedule furniture pick-up call 954-975-7425  
or click here for more information 

Connect With Us 

 

tel:9549757425
http://www.womenindistress.org/thrift-store-2/
http://widbc.convio.net/site/Donation2?idb=768511537&1400.donation=form1&df_id=1400&mfc_pref=T&idb=0
https://www.womenindistress.org/what-you-can-do/donation-drives/
https://www.womenindistress.org/what-you-can-do/volunteer/
https://www.facebook.com/WomenInDistress/?ref=page_internal


  

If you are interested in hosting a third party event to help support Women In 

Distress, please contact Melanie Wigren at mwigren@womenindistress.org  

or 954-760-9800 ext. 1245. 

mailto:mwigren@womenindistress.org
https://www.facebook.com/WomenInDistress/?fref=nf
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