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Mother’s Day at Women In Distress 

As you can imagine, Mother’s Day is very special here at Women In 

Distress.  Half of the women who come to us for their safety are mothers who leave 
with their families, often in the middle of the night with just the clothes on their 

backs.  Their bravery may have saved their lives and the lives of their children.  At 

any given time our shelter is more than half filled with the children of our survivors, 
so yes, Mother’s Day is very special here. 

We would like to honor the daily bravery of our mothers who come to us by 

highlighting one mother in particular, Emily.  Below is her story: 

Hello my name is Emily and I am telling my story, as difficult as it is for me, in hopes 

that you can understand just how valued Women In Distress is, and how much this 
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organization has positively influenced my life. 

On September 4, 2012 I took my two children, ages 2 and 4, and ran away from the 

man I loved and had spent 13 years of my life with.  

I didn’t know what I was doing or where I was going, I just knew I had to escape, I 
saw the chance and I took it. The night before I left, me and my children had gone to 

a party and returned 30 minutes later than I had promised. Because I was late, he 

threatened me with taking 1 or both of our children to a place I would never find 
them.  

He had joked in the past about taking them, but I believed he was serious. I didn’t 

think we were safe anymore and I was afraid. 

I fled Italy, where we were living at the time, and just one day after arriving in 

America, I went to Women In Distress.  There, I started attending group and 
individual therapy. You see at this time I didn’t understand that I was, in fact, a victim 

of domestic violence. Until then, I thought an abused woman was a woman who 
constantly had black eyes and wore big sunglasses and made excuses like she ran 

into a door. I didn’t realize I was a victim of domestic violence.  

I didn’t realize that my boyfriend holding me down in a chair to yell at me for hours 
was domestic violence. I didn’t realize that not being allowed to pick out my own 

clothes or makeup was domestic violence. I didn’t realize that not being allowed to 
have food in the house to feed our children without his permission was domestic 

violence. I didn’t realize that not being allowed on the internet or pursuing an 

education was domestic violence. I didn’t realize that when he got me drunk and 
shaved my head because he didn’t like the attention I got from other men, that was 

also domestic violence. I didn’t realize that in my relationship, words were the most 
common tools of domestic violence that he used. So convincing, and so humiliating 

that towards the end I was like a shell moving and acting like a real person for the 
outside world.  

Women In Distress not only helped me build the self-esteem that had been worn 

down over so long; their classes have taught me exactly what constitutes domestic 
violence and how to recognize it.  

When my boyfriend ended up following us to America, and began to stalk us I 
remember how safe I felt behind the strong metal doors of Women In Distress 

building. I remember how supported I felt by the staff when my boyfriend took me to 
trial for the children, citing it as, ‘the only way we would be a happy family again’. I 

remember the joy I felt when the judge ruled domestic violence as a legitimate reason 
for having fled Italy with my children.  

Women In Distress has given me and my children clothes and food and furniture 
when we had nothing. They have given me strength and support through the scariest 



times of my life and advice and help as I rebuild my life which is now full of 

possibilities. 

Today I am able care for my children physically and emotionally. I have the proper 
confidence to advocate for my disabled son. With the help of Women In Distress I 

have been able to see that the man I had once loved has changed my life forever but 
he has not defined who I am. I am so thankful that when I ran this is where I landed. 

Words cannot express the thanks and gratitude I feel for being set free. Thank you. 

We are proud to say, that this mother, Emily, will soon be graduating from college 

and will continue to be a great example of courage and strength for her children. 
Women In Distress will be honoring Emily as this year’s Starfish Honoree at our May 

24th Starfish Luncheon.  Help us honor all our mothers during this special holiday. 
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Need Help Now: 24 Hour Crisis Hotline 954-761-1133  
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Please join us and over 500 community leaders, as we come together to celebrate 
stories of hope and renewal from survivors of domestic violence on Wednesday, May 

24, 2017 as we host our 11th Annual Starfish Luncheon at the Signature Grand.  

 

This year’s luncheon is being chaired by Board of Directors members Kim Bentley, JM 

Family Enterprises, Inc.; Krissy Kennedy, The ADT Corporation; and Jason Aube, 
BB&T. 

Women In Distress (WID) will recognize Broward Sheriff's Office and Sheriff Scott 

Israel for their many collaborative partnerships and for taking a strong stand against 
domestic violence each and every day; Broward County Chiefs of Police Association 
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for being at the forefront of examining issues surrounding access and safety for 
survivors of domestic violence, training for law enforcement officers and victim 

advocates, as well as community policing to protect all citizens; the Walmart 
Foundation for supporting food and emergency shelter needs for survivors of domestic 

violence and their children at the shelter; and the Humane Society of Broward County 
for being an important community friend to the families helped by WID, recognizing 

the linkages in pet abuse to abuse of children and partners. A special announcement 
will be made during the event regarding WID’s joint initiative with the Humane 

Society of Broward to build Broward County’s first pet shelter for families affected by 

domestic violence made possible by a 2016 Bank of America Neighborhood Builders 
grant awarded to WID. 

“JM Family Enterprises, along with Southeast Toyota Distributors, 
is committed to supporting organizations that empower families 

and strengthen our community, “said AVP of Corporate 
Philanthropy Kim Bentley. “It is our pleasure to once-again be a 

part of the Women In Distress Starfish Luncheon, honoring those 

who are taking a stand against domestic violence and working 
together to help keep families safe.-Kim Bentley 

  

 

“As a company whose purpose is protecting families and keeping 

them safe, there is no cause ADT is more proud to support than 
Women In Distress of Broward County, Inc. and their mission to 

stop domestic violence abuse for everyone,” said co-chair and 
ADT State Income Tax Manager Krissy Kennedy. “ADT is excited 

to join the Starfish Luncheon again this year and we are very much looking forward to 

the event. This is an excellent opportunity to support Women In Distress and learn 
more about the organization and how the work there is changing lives.”- Krissy 

Kennedy 

 

BB&T is proud to join JM Family Enterprises/Southeast Toyota 

and ADT as Presenting Sponsors for this year’s Starfish Luncheon 
for Women In Distress,” said Jason Aube, Broward County Market 

President. BB&T is committed to building stronger and more vital communities and 

making all our lives and where we live better. We hope that everyone will join us in 
supporting this event and help us end domestic violence in our community.”- Jason 

Aube  

 



  

 

 



 

Raffle Item Atlantis Paradise Island  Valued at $1,700 

Win a four day, three night stay at Atlantis Paradise Island and discover a world beyond 
extraordinary in the iconic Royal Towers.  

Raffle tickets on sale Now! $20 per raffle ticket. 

 

Silent Auction Items  

           

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Silent Auction 11:00am 
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Luncheon & Program 12:00pm  

The Signature Grand 

6900 West State Road 84 Davie, Florida 33317 

For more information on sponsoring this event or to purchase your ticket: 
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50% off of Housewares EVERY TUESDAY 

25% off Senior Citizen Day EVERY WEDNESDAY (excludes furniture) 

50% off Blue Jeans and Khakis EVERY THURSDAY 

50% off Shoes and Boots EVERY FRIDAY 

All Costume Jewelry only $2.00 EVERY SATURDAY 

May Madness Raffle May 12th-May 13th win a Joyce Roybal oil painting (value $30.00) or 
a Escada Margaretha Ley leather suit (value $900.00) Tickets are 1 for $5.00, 3 for $10.00 

and 5 for $20.00. Drawing will take place at close of business on Saturday, May 13th. 

Mother’s Day Mania on Saturday, May 13th! Pick a “flower” from the basket and receive 

10%, 20% or 30% off your entire purchase (excludes furniture). There will be two special 
flowers that will allow a free purchase. 

Saturday, May 27th honoring Memorial Day 50% off anything red, white or blue (excludes 

furniture). 

  

Women In Distress Thrift Store 1372 North State Road 7, Margate, FL 33063 

Drop Off Hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 10:00am to 4:00pm Store Hours: Tuesday  
Saturday: 10:00am to 6:00pm 

Whether you are donating or buying, 100% of the net proceeds at the Thrift Store support 

survivors of domestic violence and the services needed to keep families and children safe. 

To donate items or schedule furniture pickup call 954-975-7425 or click here for 
more information. 

Connect With Us 

                            

http://widbc.convio.net/site/R?i=5GMmuf4VczEiY7zTZmCeUA
http://widbc.convio.net/site/R?i=rIj9a6a_KEd9mAw4x-7XGA


 

                                                

  

If you are interested in hosting a third party event to help support Women In Distress,  

please contact Melanie Wigren at mwigren@womenindistress.org or 954-760-9800 ext. 
1245. 

 

24-Hour Crisis Hotline: 954-761-1133  | Admin. Tel: 954-760-9800 
P.O. Box 50187 Lighthouse Point, FL 33074  
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Please remember Women In Distress in your will and estate plans. 
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