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Dear Friend,
On behalf of our Board of Directors, staff, volunteers and supporters, we are pleased to announce that Women 

In Distress (WID) will be celebrating our 11th Annual Starfish Luncheon on Wednesday, May 24, 2017 at the 
Signature Grand. 

WID’s largest fundraiser of the year, the Starfish Luncheon, is an opportunity to honor those who have made a 
significant contribution to improve the lives of survivors of domestic violence while raising much-needed funds 
to support the free services we provide to women, children, and men seeking help and healing.  This year, we 
are honored to be recognizing several community partners and supporters for their commitment to making our 
community a safer and better place for all. 

2017 Starfish Honorees:
 • Walmart Foundation
 • The Humane Society of Broward County
 • Broward Sheriff’s Office/Sheriff Scott Israel
 • Broward County Chiefs of Police Association

Along with these honorees, we will also present a special Starfish Award to a survivor of domestic violence who 
found the courage to escape a life of abuse and rebuild their life for them and their family.

At this year’s luncheon, you will also learn more about two very exciting and important initiatives. 

   • Pet Shelter Project: The shelter will be added to the Jim and Jan Moran Family Center campus in   
   partnership with the Humane Society of Broward County. We know that pets are family members     
   too, and survivors often won’t leave abusive situations for fear that the family pet will be harmed.            
   By supporting this project, yet another barrier is removed for families to begin lives free of violence. 

 • Injunction for Protection Legal Services: This program will provide survivors of domestic violence with legal   
    advice and representation, to assist them with the successful securement of injunctions for protection. 
We hope you will join our Presenting Sponsors: JM Family Enterprises/Southeast Toyota Distributors, ADT, and 
BB&T, in sponsoring this very special event. Together, we will celebrate these outstanding partners and a community 
that continues to make a difference in the lives of thousands of families every day.

Sincerely,

Mary Riedel
President & CEO

Phyllis Thomas
Board Chair
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THE STARFISH STORY
Adapted from “The Star Thrower” 
By Loren Eiseley

A young girl and her grandmother were walking down 
the beach. It was a beautiful afternoon and the tide 

had pulled back, leaving hundreds of starfish stranded 
on the sand. The little girl began picking up starfish and 
throwing them back into the sea. Her grandmother said, 

Why do you run about? There are hundreds 
of starfish - you can’t possibly save them all.

The girl stopped, looked carefully at the starfish in her 
hand, and as she threw it back into the water, said, 

Maybe not, but I can make 
a difference for that one.

“

“
“

“

Making a Difference,
One Starfish at 

a Time
Starfish 

Luncheon
May 24, 2017

Signature Grand 
in Davie, FL

Attendance: 
More than 500 business 
and community leaders

Our Audience: 
13,000+ Email and 
e-newsletter recipients

6,000+ Hits on website per 
month

3,000+ Facebook likes

1,400+ Twitter followers
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      WOMEN IN DISTRESS   
     OF BROWARD COUNTY, INC.

    is the only nationally accredited,  
   state certified, full-service domestic  

   violence center serving Broward County  
  and South Florida. Our mission is to stop domestic   
violence abuse for everyone through intervention, education and 
advocacy. We strive to accomplish our mission by providing free and 
confidential services, including a 24-Hour Crisis Hotline, emergency 
shelter, counseling and support for survivors and their children at 
various locations throughout the county, and educational and 
professional trainings on domestic violence and related topics.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Thanks to generous donors like you, during this past fiscal year WID 
was able to:

Provide 29,973 nights of emergency shelter 

Educate 41,000 youth and community members about healthy 
relationships
 
Answer 20,593 calls for help on our 24-Hour Crisis Hotline
 
Serve 2,798 women, children, and men through emergency shelter 
and outreach services
 
Help survivors build new and healthy relationships through 7,900 
therapy sessions in the Emergency Shelter and Outreach programs
 
Strengthened families through 10,000 counseling hours in the 
Emergency Shelter for adults and children

Women In Distress 
Changing Lives
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Thank you, to our 
Starfish Honorees

The Walmart Foundation’s State Giving Program, which invests in 
all 50 states, Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico, plays an essential role 
in the Foundation’s mission to create opportunities so people can live better. 
Key areas of focus for the Walmart Foundation are hunger relief and community 
engagement giving. A hallmark of the Foundation’s giving program is looking at 
needs at the local level and involving its stores and associates in causes important to those 
local communities through its State Advisory Councils. The Walmart Foundation has supported 
food and emergency shelter needs for survivors of domestic violence and their children who 
are served by Women In Distress. Last year, the Walmart Foundation donated in cash and in-
kind donations more than $82 million to local community organizations in Florida.

The Humane Society of Broward (HSBC) is a nationally-recognized leader in animal welfare providing 
shelter, aid and adoptions for animals here in Broward County and for educating our community about respect 
and kindness to all animals. Our Education programs touch some 150,000 children and adults each year.  For 
many years, the HSBC has been an important community friend to the families helped by Women In Distress, 
recognizing the linkages in pet abuse to abuse of children and partners.  HSBC also recognizes that pets can be 
an invaluable source of comfort to family members as they set out on their journey of healing and rebuilding their 
lives.  With the pet shelter now being added to WID’s Jim and Jan Moran Family Center campus this year, the 
HSBC is helping to design the program of wrap-around services for pets as part of families and will provide the 
expertise to operate the shelter and provide services on an ongoing basis when the shelter is completed this year.

Broward Sheriff’s Office (BSO), under the leadership of Sheriff Scott Israel, is on the front line of keeping our 
community safe, enforcing the law, and protecting all citizens, including those caught up in the violent cycle 
of domestic abuse. BSO is a key partner with Women In Distress, BSO deputies are the first responders who face 
domestic abuse during thousands of calls each year. Collaborative programs with Women In Distress include 
the InVEST program working with high lethality domestic violence cases, having DV advocates as part of the 
Child Protective Investigation Services (CPIS), training for law enforcement officers and supporting education and 
crime prevention programs. Most important, Sheriff Israel and the nearly 6,000 dedicated men and women who 
are part of the Broward Sheriff’s Office take a strong stand against domestic violence each and every day.

Broward County Chiefs of Police Association is a leading partner in the community Task Force on Petitions for 
Injunctions, along with Sunrise Mayor Mike Ryan and the Broward Sheriff’s Office in cooperation with the Clerk 
of Courts office, Clerk of Courts Brenda Forman and WID.  During the past two years, the Broward County Chiefs 
of Police Association has been at the forefront of examining issues surrounding access and safety for survivors of 
domestic violence, training for law enforcement officers and victim advocates as well as community policing to 
protect all citizens. Its membership is comprised of representation from sixteen police departments in Broward 
County.
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SOLD
      PRINT, EMAIL & 
     WEBSITE RECOGNITION
    • Exclusive naming recognition 
      • Logo on all event marketing      
                    materials including 1,000 printed invitations 
  • Logo on all emails including monthly e-newsletter    
           and e-invitations
• E-journal: Full color virtual ad
• Exclusive article on your company featured in e-newsletter
• Announcement of sponsorship on homepage of WID website
• Logo prominently displayed on the luncheon event page of WID 
website

MARKETING & MEDIA RECOGNITION
• Name listing as Presenting Sponsor in event title in all event     
   press releases
• Opportunity to be present at media photo shoots
• Option to place marketing materials at each table setting
• Post on WID Facebook & Twitter pages announcing     
   sponsorship, and one post per month through May 2017

RESERVATIONS & ON-SITE RECOGNITION
• Two VIP tables of 10 with premium seating and table sponsor    
   signage
• Two-minute speaking opportunity on stage during program
• Emcee introduction and recognition with presentation of a               
   special keepsake  
• Logo recognition as Presenting Sponsor on welcome sign at    
   registration and event PowerPoint program

PRESENTING SPONSOR $15,000 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE:  
This sponsorship can provide safe shelter, 
helping families reach self-sufficiency
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PRINT, EMAIL & WEBSITE RECOGNITION
• Logo on all event marketing materials  
   including 1,000 printed invitations
• Logo on all emails including monthly e-newsletter and  
   e-invitations
• E-journal: Full color logo on sponsor page
• Announcement of sponsorship on homepage of WID   
   website
• Logo on the luncheon event page of WID website

MARKETING & MEDIA RECOGNITION
• Name listing in all event press releases
• Opportunity to be present at media photo shoots
• Post on WID Facebook & Twitter pages announcing   
   sponsorship

RESERVATIONS & ON-SITE 
RECOGNITION
• Two VIP tables of 10 with premium seating and table   
   sponsor signage
• Emcee introduction and recognition
• Logo recognition on welcome sign at registration and  
   event PowerPoint program

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR $10,000
MAKING A DIFFERENCE: 

This sponsorship can provide counseling sessions 
for children, breaking the cycle of 

abuse for the next generation
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     PRINT, EMAIL  
    & WEBSITE   
   RECOGNITION
  • Logo on all event marketing   
 materials including 1,000 printed invitations
• Logo on all emails including monthly e-newsletter,  
   and e-invitations
• E-journal: Full color logo on sponsor page
• Logo on the luncheon event page of    
   WID website

MARKETING & MEDIA RECOGNITION
• Name listing in all event press releases
• Post on WID Facebook & Twitter    
   pages announcing sponsorship
 
RESERVATIONS & ON-SITE 
RECOGNITION
• One VIP table of 10 with premium seating and table  
   sponsor signage
• Emcee recognition
• Logo recognition on welcome sign at registration  
   and event PowerPoint program

SUPPORTING SPONSOR $5,000
MAKING A DIFFERENCE: 
This sponsorship can provide food, clothing
and household supplies for families
living in emergency shelter



FRIEND SPONSOR 
$3,500
PRINT, EMAIL & WEBSITE 
RECOGNITION
• Logo on all event marketing   
   materials including 1,000 printed  
   invitations
• Logo on all e-invitations
• E-journal: Full color logo on sponsor  
   page
• Logo on the luncheon event page 
   of WID website
 

RESERVATIONS & ON-SITE 
RECOGNITION
• One table of 10 with sponsor           
   signage
• Logo recognition on welcome   
   sign at registration and event   
   PowerPoint program
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Your Support will 
Keep Families 

Safe 

PRINT, EMAIL & WEBSITE 
RECOGNITION
• Name listing on the luncheon event page of  
   WID website
•E-journal: Listing as Table Sponsor on sponsor  
   page

MARKETING & MEDIA 
RECOGNITION
• One table of 10 with sponsor signage
• Name listing on welcome sign at registration  
   and event PowerPoint program

TABLE SPONSOR $2,500



PURCHASE E-JOURNAL AD - $250
Viewed by over 500 business and community leaders
• Full color ad to be included in the scrolling presentation during the event

IMPORTANT DEADLINES
Invitation Recognition: March 17, 2017 
• Logo included in 1,000 printed event invitations

Silent Auction Donation: April 21, 2017
• For more information, contact Melanie Wigren at 954-760-9800 ext. 1245 or at 

mwigren@womenindistress.org 

E-journal Deadline: April 21, 2017
• High resolution (1000 x 1000 pixels and above) jpeg, png or eps formats 300 DPI

For more information on ad specs, contact Melanie Wigren at  954-760-9800 ext. 1245 or 
at mwigren@womenindistress.org  

DONATE TO THE SILENT AUCTION
We are looking for donations of vacation packages, airfare, luxury items, unique 
experiences, fine dining gift cards, and other items valued above $100

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

Sponsorship questions?
Contact Michael Barron at 

(954) 760-9800 ext. 1256 or via e-mail,
mbarron@womenindistress.org
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SPONSORSHIP COMMITMENT FORM
CONTACT INFORMATION (All Fields Required)

Company Name: 
President/Owner of Company: 
Contact Person:
Title: Email:
Address: City: State: Zip: 

Phone:  Fax: 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
       Contributing Sponsor $10,000 
       Supporting Sponsor $5,000 
       Friend Sponsor $3,500  

PAYMENT OPTIONS (All Fields Required)

Check enclosed, payable to Women In Distress

Credit Card #:  Exp: CVV#: 

Total amount enclosed or to charge: $    

Signature:  

 Email: 

Completed forms and checks can be sent to:
Women In Distress
C/O: Starfish Luncheon 
P.O. Box 50187 
Lighthouse Point, FL 33074

For more information on how you can support this years’ Starfish Luncheon, contact Michael Barron at 
(954) 760-9800 ext. 1256 or via e-mail, mbarron@womenindistress.org.

Table Sponsor $2,500
E-journal Ad $250
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PURCHASE E-JOURNAL AD - $250
Viewed by over 500 business and community leaders
• Full color ad to be included in the scrolling presentation during the event 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES
Invitation Recognition: March 17, 2017 
• Logo included in 1,000 printed event invitations

Silent Auction Donation: April 21, 2017
• For more information, contact Michael Barron at 954-760-9800 ext. 1256 or at 

mbarron@womenindistress.org 

E-journal Deadline: April 21, 2017
• High resolution (1000 x 1000 pixels and above) jpeg, png or eps formats

For more information on ad specs, contact Melina Pardo at  954-760-9800 ext. 1254 or at 
mpardo@womenindistress.org

DONATE TO THE SILENT AUCTION
We are looking for donations of vacation packages, airfare, luxury items, unique 
experiences, fine dining gift cards, and other items valued above $100

To commit your sponsorship online, visit: www.womenindistress.org



Crisis Line:954-761-1133
Phone: 954-760-9800 | Fax: 954-832-9487   

TTY/TDD: 954-527-5385

www.womenindistress.org
P.O. Box 50187 Lighthouse Point, FL 33074

Please remember Women In Distress in your will and estate plans.

™


